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Nuovi approcci metodologici applicati 
a Cencelle (Tarquinia, VT) 
New methodological approaches applied to Cencelle 
(Tarquinia, VT) 

Sono presentati in questo contributo nuovi approcci metodologici applicati al 
contesto archeologico di Cencelle (Tarquinia, VT), città di fondazione papale 
altomedievale con continuità di vita fino al XVII secolo, quando fu abbandonata. 
Per questo motivo il sito rappresenta un osservatorio privilegiato per ricerche 
sperimentali in diversificati campi d’indagine: archeoparassitologia; analisi chimica 
degli antichi oli essenziali (OE); studio archeometrico di campioni di malta e dei 
manufatti metallici; nuove procedure di documentazione archeologica in 3D a 
supporto dell’attività sul campo.  

Parole chiave: Ricerca multidisciplinare; Archeoparassitologia; Oli Essenziali; 
Archeometria; Tecnologie 3D. 

This paper presents new methodological approaches applied to Cencelle 
archaeological context (Tarquinia, VT), an early medieval papal foundation town 
with continuity of life until the seventeenth century, when it was abandoned. Due 
to this, the site represents a privileged observatory for experimental research in 
different investigation fields: archaeoparasitology; ancient essential oils (OE) 
chemical analysis; mortar samples and metal artefacts archaeometric study; new 
3D archaeological documentation procedures to support field activities.  

Keywords: Multidisciplinary research; Archaeoparasitology; Essential Oils; 
Archaeometry; 3D Technologies. 

Introduction 

Archaeological research1 on Cencelle site (Tarquinia, VT) begun in 
1994: founded by Pope Leo IV in the middle of the 9th century, the town 
experienced a life continuity at least until the 17th century albeit with 
different administrative systems, first as an urban center, then as an 
agricultural estate and finally subject to a progressive abandon closely  

 
1 Scientific direction by L. Ermini Pani, then by F.R. Stasolla and now by G.M. Annoscia 
(Medieval Archaeology, Department of Classics - Sapienza University of Rome). 
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