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ACQUISTA/BUY 

Giustina Monti 

Polibio, il Prometeo della storiografia: 
un’analisi di Storie 13.5.4-6* 
Polybius, the Prometheus of historiography: an analysis of 
Histories 13.5.4-6* 

L’articolo analizza un passo delle Storie di Polibio in cui lo storico afferma che la 
verità è una divinità con un potere enorme. Partendo dall’analisi del linguaggio 
utilizzato da Polibio, l’articolo si propone di dimostrare la forza allegorica e la 
caratura storiografica delle affermazioni polibiane. Si sottolinea, inoltre, l’abilità di 
Polibio nel maneggiare diversi generi, dalla tragedia alla filosofia, con il fine di 
creare la sua peculiare filosofia della storia. 

Parole chiave: Eschilo; Parmenide; Polibio; Prometeo; Verità. 

This article looks at a passage of Polybius’ Histories where he states that truth is 
a very great deity with an enormous power. By focusing on the analysis of the 
language used by Polybius, the article aims to highlight the allegorical strength of 
the passage examined and to demonstrate that it carries a historiographical 
message. Moreover, it underlines Polybius’ capacity to deal with different genres, 
ranging from tragedy to philosophy, with the aim of creating his peculiar 
philosophy of history.  

Keywords: Aeschylus; Parmenides; Polybius; Prometheus; Truth. 

Polybius’ work is a mine of methodological observations. He addresses 
the problem of the truthfulness of historical information both because he 
himself is a historian, and because, according to him, truth is a distinctive 
and essential characteristic of history. According to Polybius, history is 
not useful if it is not true1. This article will look closely at a Polybian 
passage to highlight its allegorical value and historiographical strength. It 
will argue that Polybius, through the skilful and learned usage of a 
philosophical and literary allegory, was trying to send a historiographical 
message although the passage is not inserted in a methodological context. 
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1 See, for example, 1.14.6; 12.12.1-7; and 38.4.8. 
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